Neurodevelopmental outcomes of the late preterm infant.
Late preterm infants (born at 340/7-366/7 weeks gestation) have been found to have increased morbidity and mortality compared to full term infants. Research has also been done to explore longer-term neurodevelopmental outcomes. This review details neurodevelopmental outcomes from birth to adulthood for late preterm infants. Outcome studies indicate that they are at increased risk of developmental disability, school failure, behavior problems, social and medical disabilities, and death. Many questions still remain regarding late preterm infant neurodevelopmental outcomes and future research should be done into this topic. Given the high prevalence of late preterm births, even small differences in abilities, special education, and length of education may have broader consequences.